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SUBJECT: TONGA ILBO REPORTERS GO ON STRIKE; CHOSUN ILBO REPORTERS 
SIT IN 

REF: SEOUL 1605 

1. OVER ONE HUNDRED FIFTY REPORTERS FROM TONGA ILBO 
ARE REPORTEDLY STRIKING AGAINST TONGA MANAGEMENT IN 
WAKE OF RECENT FIRINGS OF TWENTY REPORTERS AND SUB 
EDITORS, AND THEY HAVE ALREADY TAKEN OVER PRESS OFFICES 
AND RADIO STATION. AS WELL AS COMPOSING ROOM IN TONGA 
BUILDING. ON MARCH 12, TONGA CHAPTER OF KOREA JOURNALISTS 
ASSOCIATION (KJA) CALLED FOR STRIKE TO INCLUDE SUSPENSION 
OF ALL NEWS-GATHERING ACTIVITIES AND TONGA NEWS 
BROADCASTING SERVICES, TEMPORARILY, AT LEAST, AFFECTING 
PUBLICATION OF MARCH 12 EDITION OF TONGA ILBO. AS OF 
LATE AFTERNOON, TONGA HAD NOT YET DISTRIBUTED THIS 
EDITION BUT REPORTEDLY MANAGEMENT WAS ATTEMPTING TO 
PUBLISH IT WITH PRESSES AT ANOTHER BUILDING. EARLY 
AFTERNOON BROADCASTS OF TONGA RADIO WERE SUSPENDED 
UNTIL MANAGEMENT BEGAN TO ASSUME BROADCASTER'S DUTIES 
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BROADCAST FROM TONGA RET. AY STATION OUTSIDE 
OF TOWN. COPY FOR NEWS IS BEING PREPARED AT CHOSUN 
II, BO OFFICES BY TONGA SENIOR STAFF. 

2. REPORTERS ARE CALLING FOR MANAGEMENT TO REHIRE 
TWENTY REPORTERS AND SUB-EDITORS WHO WERE JUST FIRED 
AS WELL AS DEMANDING DISMISSAL OF YI TONG-UK. NEWLY 
APPOINTED EDITOR-IN-CHIEF. (REFTEL). YI, WHO WAS 
EXPECTED TO PROVIDE TONGA WITH STRONG MANAGEMENT, IS 
NOW BEING BLAMED BY JOURNALISTS FOR FIRINGS AND OTHER 
GRIEVANCES OF REPORTERS AGAINST MANAGEMENT. 

3. REPORTERS ARE ALSO CALLING FOR OTHER LOCAL 
JOURNALISTS' SUPPORT IN THEIR "FIGHT FOR FREEDOM OF 
PRESS" AS WELL AS INDICATING THEIR OWN SUPPORT FOR 
FELLOW CHOSUN ILBO JOURNALISTS. GROUP ALSO CRITICIZED 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND INFORMATION FOR ITS SUSPENSION 
OF KJA JOURNAL. (REFTEL). 

4. ALSO ON MARCH 12, APPROXIMATELY FIFTY CHOSUN IT BO 
REPORTERS ATTEMPTED TO SIT IN AT FRONT OF CHOSUN BUILDING 
BUT WERE DISPERSED WITHOUT INCIDENT BY ESTIMATED 

FIFTY PLAINCLOTHES AND UNIFORMED POLICE. USIS SOURCES 
REPORT THAT GROUP MOVED FROM STREET TO NATIONAL PRESS 
CENTER AND FROM THERE, POSSIBLY TO LOCAL SMALL HOTEL 
THOUGH THIS IS STILL UNCONFIRMED. 
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